
The Oscar-winning
documentary
An Inconvenient Truth jolts
our conscience on what
we take for granted.

or invent an engine that’s carbon negative may live in Lagos or

Mumbai or Montevideo. We must ensure that entrepreneurs and

inventors everywhere on the globe have the chance to change the

world.

******
We also need a moratorium on the construction of any new

generating facility that burns coal without the capacity to safely

trap and store carbon dioxide.

And most important of all, we need to put a price on carbon—

with a CO2 tax that is then rebated back to the people, progressive-

ly, according to the laws of each nation, in ways that shift the bur-

den of taxation from employment to pollution…. 

The world needs an alliance—especially of those nations that

weigh heaviest in the scales where earth is in the balance….

The outcome will be decisively influenced by two nations that

are now failing to do enough: the United States and China. While

India is also growing fast in importance, it should be absolutely

clear that it is the two largest CO2 emitters—most of all, my own

country—that will need to make the boldest moves, or stand

accountable before history for their failure to act….

These are the last few years of decision, but they can be the

first years of a bright and hopeful future if we do what we must.

No one should believe a solution will be found without effort,

without cost, without change. Let us acknowledge that if we wish

to redeem squandered time and speak again with moral authori-

ty, then these are the hard truths.

…The outer boundary of what we currently believe is feasible is

still far short of what we actually must do. Moreover, between here

and there, across the unknown, falls the shadow.

******
We have everything we need to get started, save perhaps polit-

ical will, but political will is a renewable resource.

So let us renew it, and say together: “We have a purpose. We

are many. For this purpose we will rise, and we will act.”
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A
message simply conveyed. A warning sounded loud and
clear, devoid of proselytizing, with conviction. An In -
convenient Truth is served without sugar coating or any inten-
tion to generate panic. The facts are startling enough, the
narration pithy.

The prospect of reviewing this documentary brought no rush of
eagerness, despite the buzz created by its Academy Award, and its fea-
turing of Al Gore, the former U.S. vice president. There was no deny-
ing the niggling sense of being subjected to an afternoon of solemn
warnings, the sorry tale of global warming increasingly relegated to the
yawn pages of local dailies. Five minutes into the documentary, the
misgivings were replaced by a sense of bewilderment and awe.
Bewilderment at the devastating and irrefutable evidence on the extent
of damage done to the environment; awe at the elaborate canvas of
inter-related fallouts of the wanton acts of a generation devoted to pur-
suing industrialization. 

These NASA satellite images show a drastic reduction in the amount
of winter sea ice over the Arctic from December 21, 2004 to the same
date in 2005.

Why Worry?
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For more information:
Full text of Al Gore’s Nobel Lecture 
http://nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/peace/laureates/2007/gore-lecture_en.html Continued on next page...

Movie Review

By ARUNDHATI DAS
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The painstakingly collated infor-
mation and the telling images—of
erratic climate patterns, unex-
plained resurgence of dormant dis-
eases, rise in the vectors for infec-
tious diseases, and the increasing
instances of hurricanes, floods and
droughts—effectively bring home
the urgency, leaving little room for
cynicism. Even if one were to dis-
miss the claims as the bluster of a
politician, there is no ignoring the
shrinking glaciers, melting ice caps,

disappearing rivers, humans afflicted
by killer diseases, and millions of
acres of green cover falling prey to
marauding bugs. There is simply no
ignoring the message: “When the
warnings are accurate and based on
sound science, then we as human
beings, whatever country we live in,
have to find a way to make sure that
the warnings are heard and res -
ponded to.”

Respond, rather than just react, is
what echoes throughout. Raising a
number of questions rather than
merely serving up the answers, the
film jolts the conscience. “Are you
ready to change the way you live?”
And more pointedly: “Are we
Americans capable of doing diffi -
cult things?” Tongue-in-cheek: “We
have everything, save perhaps polit-
ical will. But in America, political
will is a renewable resource.” Gore’s
candor is refreshing: “Ultimately,
this is not a political issue so much
as a moral issue.”

Arundhati Das is assistant edi-
tor of a journal in New Delhi. 

C
oming as I do from India, a
land which gave birth to
civilization in ancient times
and where much of the
earlier tradition and wisdom

guides actions even in modern
times, the philosophy of “vasudhaiva
kutum bakam,” which means the
whole universe is one family, must
dominate global efforts to protect
the global commons.

This principle is crucial to the maintenance

of peace and order today as it would be increas-

ingly in the years ahead, and as the well-known

columnist and author Thomas Friedman has

highlighted in his book The World is Flat.
Neglect in protecting our heritage of natural

resources could prove extremely harmful for

the human race and for all species that share

common space on planet Earth. Indeed, there

are many lessons in human history which pro-

vide adequate warning about the chaos and

destruction that could take place if we remain

guilty of myopic indifference to the progressive

erosion and decline of nature’s resources…. In

recent years, several groups have studied the

link between climate and security. These have

raised the threat of dramatic population migra-

tion, conflict, and war over water and other

resources, as well as a realignment of power

among nations. Some also highlight the possi-

bility of rising tensions between rich and poor

nations, health problems caused particularly by

water shortages, and crop failures as well as

concerns over nuclear proliferation.

One of the most significant aspects of the

impacts of climate change, which has unfortu-

nately not received adequate attention from

scholars in the social sciences, relates to the

equity implications of changes that are occur-

ring and are likely to occur in the future. In

general, the impacts of climate change on

some of the poorest and the most vulnerable

communities in the world could prove

extremely unsettling. And, given the inadequa-

cy of capacity, economic strength, and institu-

tional capabilities characterizing some of these

communities, they would remain extremely

vulnerable to the impacts of climate change

and may, therefore, actually see a decline in

their economic condition, with a loss of liveli-

hoods and opportunities to maintain even sub-

sistence levels of existence. 

******

Excerpts from the Nobel Lecture by R. K. Pachauri, chairman of the U.N. Intergovernmental Panel on

Climate Change in Oslo, Norway on December 10, 2007.

Members of the U.N. Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change, which shared the Nobel
Peace Prize with former U.S. Vice President Al
Gore, pose with him in Oslo, Norway in
December 2007. The panel includes hundreds 
of scientists in the United States, India and 
other countries.

Every Year of Delay Means
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Movie Review...

The documentary film

AN INCONVENIENT TRUTH
is available for viewing 

at
The American Library

in 
Mumbai, Kolkata, 

Chennai and New Delhi.


